
EAP 420C - Intermediate Reading

Contact Information 

PROFESSOR:                                 Jelitza Rivera 

TELEPHONE:                                (407) 516-2441 

OFFICE HOURS:                           Appointment only! 

E-MAIL ADDRESS:                       jrivera386@valenciacollege.edu 

Prerequisites

Demonstration of required level of English proficiency or minimum grade of C in EAP 0320
Required book

1. Reading Keys, 4th Edition 

Laraine E. Flemming
ISBN-10: 1-133-58995-2
ISBN-13: 978-1-133-58995-2 

2. Treasure Island

Description

Students develop the ability to comprehend longer texts of limited length and difficulty on a variety of academically-related topics,they expand vocabulary knowledge, and begin to apply critical reading skills.  Competencies: 1) improving English vocabulary, 2) locating key concepts, 3) reading and understanding, 4) understanding and using information resources, and 5) reading for personal enrichment. Required lab work is a homework component of this course. In order to pass this course, students must earn a grade of C or better and a passing score on the Comprehensive Departmental Final Exam.
Major Topics

Comprehension 

Vocabulary 

Critical Thinking

Reading Concepts and Strategies

Learning Outcomes 

Demonstrate comprehension of cross disciplinary reading materials

•  Student will discuss main idea

•  Student will discuss supporting details

•  Student will discuss drawing inferences
Demonstrate receptive and productive knowledge of academic vocabulary across disciplines

•  Student will be able to use context clues to clarify meaning and improve comprehension

 •  Students will be able to use word structure to clarify meaning and improve comprehension

 •  Students will recognize (decode) baseline vocabulary

 •  Students will read with fluency 

 •  Student will be able to use collocation, connotation, and other vocabulary concepts to clarify meaning and improve comprehension
Apply thinking and problem solving/critical thinking strategies to cross disciplinary reading materials

   •  Student will be able to use active reading/thinking strategies

   •  Student will be able to recognize patterns of organization

   •  Student will be able to identify facts & opinions
Core Competencies

	Demonstrate comprehension of cross disciplinary reading materials 

	THINK

	   
	INDICATORS
	ASSESSMENTS

	
	  analyze data, ideas, patterns, principles, perspectives 

  employ the facts, formulas, procedures of the discipline 

  integrate ideas and values from different disciplines 

  draw well-supported conclusions 

  revise conclusions consistent with new observations, interpretations, or reasons 
	  Classroom assessment technique 

  Essay less than 1000 words 

  Group presentation 

  Journal 

  Knowledge recall quiz 

  Library-based research 

  Locally developed exam/essay 

  Locally developed exam/objective 

  Locally developed multiple choice exam 

  Portfolio 

  Problem-solving quiz 

  Speech 

	 

	Demonstrate receptive and productive knowledge of academic vocabulary across disciplines

	THINK

	   
	INDICATORS
	ASSESSMENTS

	
	  analyze data, ideas, patterns, principles, perspectives 

  employ the facts, formulas, procedures of the discipline 

  integrate ideas and values from different disciplines 

  revise conclusions consistent with new observations, interpretations, or reasons 
	  Classroom assessment technique 

  Essay less than 1000 words 

  Group presentation 

  Journal 

  Knowledge recall quiz 

  Library-based research 

  Locally developed exam/essay 

  Locally developed exam/objective 

  Locally developed multiple choice exam 

  Portfolio 

  Problem-solving quiz 

  Speech 

	 

	Apply thinking and problem solving/critical thinking strategies to cross disciplinary reading materials 

	THINK

	   
	INDICATORS
	ASSESSMENTS

	
	  analyze data, ideas, patterns, principles, perspectives 

  employ the facts, formulas, procedures of the discipline 

  integrate ideas and values from different disciplines 

  draw well-supported conclusions 

  revise conclusions consistent with new observations, interpretations, or reasons 
	  Classroom assessment technique 

  Essay less than 1000 words 

  Group presentation 

  Journal 

  Knowledge recall quiz 

  Library-based research 

  Locally developed exam/essay 

  Locally developed exam/objective 

  Locally developed multiple choice exam 

  Portfolio 

  Problem-solving quiz 

  Speech 

	VALUE

	   
	INDICATORS
	ASSESSMENTS

	
	  recognize values as expressed in attitudes, choices, and commitments 

  distinguish among personal, ethical, aesthetic, cultural, and scientific values 

  employ values and standards of judgment from different disciplines 

  evaluate your own and others values from individual, cultural, and global perspectives 

  articulate a considered and self-determined set of values 
	  Classroom assessment technique 

  Essay less than 1000 words 

  Group presentation 

  Journal 

  Knowledge recall quiz 

  Library-based research 

  Locally developed exam/essay 

  Locally developed exam/objective 

  Locally developed multiple choice exam 

  Portfolio 

  Problem-solving quiz 

  Speech 

	COMMUNICATE

	   
	INDICATORS
	ASSESSMENTS

	
	  identify your own strengths and need for improvement as a communicator 

  employ methods of communication appropriate to your audience and purpose 

  evaluate the effectiveness of your own and others' communication 
	  Classroom assessment technique 

  Essay less than 1000 words 

  Group presentation 

  Journal 

  Knowledge recall quiz 

  Library-based research 

  Locally developed exam/essay 

  Locally developed exam/objective 

  Locally developed multiple choice exam 

  Portfolio 

  Problem-solving quiz 

  Speech 

	ACT

	   
	INDICATORS
	ASSESSMENTS

	
	  apply disciplinary knowledge, skills, and values to educational and career goals 

  implement effective problem-solving, decision-making, and goal-setting strategies 

  act effectively and appropriately in various personal and professional settings 

  assess the effectiveness of personal behavior and choices 

  respond appropriately to changing circumstances 
	  Classroom assessment technique 

  Essay less than 1000 words 

  Group presentation 

  Journal 

  Knowledge recall quiz 

  Library-based research 

  Locally developed exam/essay 

  Locally developed exam/objective 

  Locally developed multiple choice exam 

  Portfolio 

  Problem-solving quiz 

  Speech


General Education 

	1. Demonstrate comprehension of cross disciplinary reading materials 

	 

	2. Demonstrate receptive and productive knowledge of academic vocabulary across disciplines

	 

	3. Apply thinking and problem solving/critical thinking strategies to cross disciplinary reading materials 


CLASSROOM POLICIES: 

Attendance/Participation: 

Attendance is required.   Students are expected to arrive ON TIME and prepared with the day's homework complete. According to college policy, after three absences students will receive an excessive absence form and after five absences will be withdrawn from the course.   Being late three times fifteen minutes or more will count as an absence.   Also, please check your ATLAS email daily. 

Late/Make-Up Work:   

· Will be accepted in documented emergencies only, and for only two weeks after the due date. 

· A documented emergency includes emergency hospitalization of self or child, car accident, and/or death of immediate family member (i.e. mother, father, sibling, grandparents). 

· Proper documentation includes the documentation of accident including time and date of accident, documentation of hospitalization including date and time of admission and release from the hospital, and documentation including letter from the funeral home stating the death of the person and the relationship of the person to you. 

· Students are responsible for material covered and assignments missed due to absence.   

· No work missed during an unexcused absence will be allowed to be made up. 

· Unexcused absence includes any absence that does not qualify as an emergency or is not documented. 

· Unexcused absence includes but is not limited to being absence due to car trouble, waking up late, work schedule conflicts, not feeling well (yet not going to the emergency room), and/or taking a vacation. 

· If you have planned a vacation prior to the beginning of the semester, you must notify me at the beginning of the semester. All assignments due during that time are due before you leave on vacation, unless otherwise discussed and agreed upon in writing via email or letter. 

· Before you contact the instructor regarding assignments missed during your absence, follow the three subsequent steps: 

1. Check the syllabus to determine what topics were covered during your absence and what your homework assignment was. 

1. Check blackboard for information regarding assignments and class content. 

2. Contact one of the student's whose email you collected (see below). 

3. →If the answer to your question is not in any one of these three places, then contact your professor. 

Names and email contact information of classmates you can call for help: 

1.               _______________________________________________________________ 

2.               _______________________________________________________________ 

3.               _______________________________________________________________ 

Academic Honesty:   

Plagiarism will not be tolerated at the college.   While students are encouraged to form study groups with classmates outside of class, all work submitted by students should be their original work. 

· Academic Dishonesty will result in a '0' for the assignment during the first offense, and a failing grade for the second offense. All academic dishonesty will be properly documented in your record.   

Withdrawal:     

· Students wishing to withdraw from this course need to go to the Records Office prior to the withdrawal deadline or to the Communications Department (5-231) after the deadline.   

· Students who do not take the final exam will receive a grade of WF and be required to retake the course. 

· The instructor may also withdraw a student for excessive absence or tardiness. 

Required Lab:   Weekly lab is required in all EAP courses.   You must attend the first two weeks of class in order to get all of the information that you need regarding the labs. 

Students with Special Needs:   Any student with special needs that may affect his/her progress in this course should notify the instructor as early in the semester as possible. 

Cell Phones and Electronic Devices :   Please turn these off or turn the ringers off during class.   Do not text during class.   After one (1) warning, I will ask you to leave the class for that day, and you will be marked absent. 

  

IMPORTANT DATES:             

· Class 

· Beginning of the term August 26, 2013 

· Drop/Refund Deadline May 13, 2013 

· Withdrawal Date November 1, 2013 

· Term ends December 15, 2013 

· Midterm exam October 22, 2013 

· Final exam December 5. – Retake for Final is the week of December 9
· No Class 

· September 2, 2013
· November 28 and 29
EVALUATION AND GRADING SCALE: 

EAP courses use a ten-point scale, with "C" as the minimum passing and advancement grade for each course. 

                                              Grades that satisfy the EAP course requirement: 

                                                                    A                 90 - 100% 

                                                                    B                 80 -   89% 

                                                                    C                 70 -   79% 

                                            Grades that DO NOT satisfy the EAP course requirement: 

D                 60 -  69% 

F                   0 -   59% 

DETERMINATION OF FINAL COURSE GRADE: 

Attendance and Participation                                                             20% 

Home Work & Quizzes




           40%

Lab Work                                                                                           20% 

Midterm Exam                                                                                   10% 

Final Exam                                                                                         10% 

  

IMPORTANT INFORMATION REGARDING ASSIGNMENTS: 

1. All assignments are to be turned in BLACKBOARD. 

2. No assignments will be accepted via email or messages on Blackboard - NO EXCEPTIONS. 

a. Any assignment turned in via email or messages on Blackboard will be considered late and will not be accepted. 

3. All assignments MUST include the following information: 

a. Your name 

b. The date of submission 

c. The due date 

d. The course (i.e. EAP400C) 

e. The term (i.e. Summer 2013) 

f. The title of the assignment 

g. A description of the assignment (i.e. pages 4-6, exercises 1-10). 

i. Any assignment missing information will result in minus 5 points from your assignment per information missing, which equals a total of 35 points that can be deducted.     

4. Assignments will be graded on week after the due date, with the exception of essays longer than three pages, which will be graded two weeks after the due date. 

  

Course Schedule 

	Week 
	Topic and Readings 

	1 
	Course and Lab introductions and Blackboard tutorials 

	1
	Getting into a Textbook State of Mind Chapter 1

Academic Vocabulary  Set 1 

	2
	More on Words and Meanings Chapter 2

Academic Vocabulary Set 2

	3  
	Understanding Sentence Relationships Chapter 3
Academic Vocabulary Set 3

	4 
	Identifying Topics, Main Ideas, and Topic Sentences Chapter 4

Academic Vocabulary Set 4

	5 
	Midterm 
Academic Vocabulary Set 5 

	6 
	Working Together: Topic Sentences and Supporting Details Chapter 5
Academic Vocabulary Set 6  

	7 
	Drawing Inferences About Implied Main Ideas Chapter 6
Academic Vocabulary Set 7

	8
	Recognizing Patterns of Organization Chapter 7
Treasure Island Part I

Academic Vocabulary Set 8

	9 
	Mixing and Matching Organizational Patterns Chapter 8
Treasure Island Part II

Academic Vocabulary Set 9

	10 
	Analyzing Arguments Chapter 9    & Treasure Island III

Academic Vocabulary Set 10

	11
	Combining Your Skills.




 Assignment Schedule 

	Assignment 
	Point Value 
	Due Date 

	Student email contact exchange: You must exchange emails with three students in the class in case you miss a day of class. Submit in the portal 

  

Valencia Online 101 - The student experience: Read and watch the modules on Assignments and Grades, and Taking Tests. Then complete the acknowledgment sheet on blackboard under assignments 

Home Work 1
	6 points 

  

  

10 points 

  

  

50 points 
	9/3
  

  

9/3 

  

  

9/3 

	Quiz 1
	50 points 

	9/10 

	Home Work 2 

Quiz 2
	50 points 
50 points
	9/17 

	Home Work 3  

Quiz 3
	50 points
50 points


	9/24

	Home Work 4

Quiz 4
	50 points 
50 points
	10/1 

	Midterm Exam Week 
Quiz 3
	200 points 
50 points
	  

	Home Work 5  

Quiz 4
	50 points
50 points
	10/8 

	Home Work 6

Quiz 5
	50 points 
50 points 

	10/15

	Home Work 7
Quiz 6
	50 points 
50 points
	10/22 

	Home Work 8

Quiz 7
	50 points

50 points 
	10/29 

	Home Work 9

Quiz 8
	50 points 
50 points
	11/5

	Home Work 10

Quiz 9
	50 points

50 points
	11/12

	Home Work 11

Quiz 11
	50 points

50 points
	11/19

	Final Exam week 
	200 points 
	 12/5



